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“Feeling welcome in nature is essential to caring and wanting to learn more.”
José Gonzdlez (Latino Outdoors)

Listening to Tom Ramos and his family who
are Yuhaviatam, people of the pines, welcome
all the naturalists to their land and share the
sacred big horn sheep song was a wonderful
way to honor the fact that native people are
still here (Miitu ¢ iip qac) and have a rich
traditional ecological knowledge to share. This
and all of the shared experiences that followed
at the 2016 California Naturalist Conference
reveal the enthusiasm this growing community
has for nature and their dedication to paying
attention to natural wonders. John Muir Laws
affirms that nature can be fascinating wherever
you are. With a pine cone in hand we all

noticed, wondered, and discussed what the L O ' r—-— &
cone reminded us of -- "a cobra ready to San Manuel Bird Singers from the San Manuel Band of Missliams welcome naturalists to
their land at the opening ceremony.

strike” or "beaver tails going into a hole.”

Meeting in the San Bernardino Mountains surrounded by conifers and endemic plants and just a stone’s throw from
the Southern California urban core, California Naturalists and world-class experts gathered to learn from one
another. Naturalists are leading efforts to strengthen local community stewardship efforts and engaging the public in
citizen science. The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles, among others, is extending the power of citizen
science for cataloging local biodiversity and the LA Neighborhood Land Trust is working to provide green space to
those who are living without access to nature. The power that art has to connect with nature was illustrated by
Elkpen’s poignant signage reminding Angelenos that grizzlies once roamed where they now live and black pheobes
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can still be found locally. All of these
actions on the ground help build resilient
communities and landscapes in the face of
the global change scenarios that were
presented.

Thanks to conference sponsors, trainers,
speakers, instructors, and our organizing
committee, California Naturalists from all

walks of life had a chance to meet one

“ld i another, become familiar with new
ket gour S

" w“*‘ﬁw’f directions in environmental science,

conservation, and communication, and

share their enthusiasm for nature. We

\ ' hosted over 275 participants and offered
California Naturalist instructors’f}opartnerorganizations across the state attended the conferer 60 scholarship sto attcnding California
Naturalists. Several attendees and
organizations received well-deserved awards ranging from the individual with the most volunteer hours in 2015
(Melinda Frost-Hurzel from Sierra Streams Institute, 760) to the most iNaturalist observations by a California
Naturalist partner project (Pasadena City College, 13,383), the partner with the most trained California Naturalists
(UCSC Arboretum, 145), acknowledgement of partner and local host Southern California Mountains Foundation’s
contributions, and an important shout out to everyone for becoming a California Naturalist and working to

strengthen our network.

The information sharing was powerful but perhaps the most important outcome was the opportunity for kindred
spirits to share the weekend, forge new and lasting relationships, and learn how we can best set future collaborations
in motion. The value of providing access to the California Naturalist program and working to make everyone feel
welcome really paid off in the interactions we had star gazing, sharing at the poster session, and on the field trips.

The California Naturalist community of practice shares a passion for learning together and providing service to
nature and environmental science. The 2016 conference showed that working together, we can include participation
from Californian’s of all ages and backgrounds to foster discovery, action, and stewardship on behalf of nature.

“UC California Naturalist is creating a vibrant, thriving, inclusive environmental movement

for the 21* century.”
Jon Christensen (UCLA)

Naturalists explore Whitewater Presergponsorsand naturalist authorshare books athe poster receptioradvanced training aBig Bear Discovery Center

CALIEORNIA

University of California
Agriculture and Natural Resources

NATURALIST



