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• Capstone project from 2016 
Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museum 
Naturalist cohort.

• Data is from the continuing education 
survey written, administered, and 
compiled by Debra David for her 
capstone project.



What does the survey data tell us?

1. Interest in continuing education is strong in the local 
community of California Naturalists.

• 83% of respondents identified themselves as Extremely or Very 
Interested in continuing education.

• The degree of interest was high across all major subject areas of 
training; individual topics ranged from 77% to 91%. 

2. There is a significant drop-off in participation after training 
ends.

• In a survey sent to 2016 and 2015 Dominguez Rancho Adobe 
Museum CA Naturalist classes, 2/3 of respondents were from the 
2016 class. 

• Would more people from the class of 2015 have responded if there 
had been more structured group events or continuing education 
opportunities during the year?



What does the survey data tell us?

3. People would rather get together in person than online, but 
not by much.

• Given lists of in-person and online programs and activities, 
likelihood of in-person participation averaged 80%; online 
participation averaged 70%.

4. Given the geographic spread and current number of 
Naturalists, the ideal frequency for in-person events is higher 
than the program can likely support, at least regionally. 

• 2/3 of respondents said they would like to participate in a program 
at least once a month.

5. A robust, interactive online forum could build a stronger 
sense of community for local chapters and across the state.

• A Learning Management System (LMS) such as Moodle, Canvas, 
and BlackBoard, among others, could provide supplemental 
opportunities for training and great opportunities for tiered 
community-building. 



1 2 3 4 5

Viewing info about local happenings

Downloading materials from class/events

Watching a pre-recorded lecture/workshop

Reading forum posts or activity summaries

Viewing info about other happenings in CA

Participating in a live-streamed event

Posting info about relevant happenings

Contributing materials to a forum

Participating actively in a discussion forum

Likelihood of Online Participation 

What types of online participation are likely?

If you build it, they will come.

Very 
Low

Low Medium High Very 
High

• Interest is relatively high across the board, with more passive 
activities ranking higher than active or proactive activities.



Where do we go from here? 

3. Additional research is needed about technological options 
and current barriers to use.

• Once the data set is larger, a cost/benefit analysis of available and 
ideal digital resource functionality should be undertaken with an 
eye to the potential growth of the program over time.

• Anecdotally, it appears that awareness and use of existing 
resources (on ANR and VMS websites) could be more widespread. 

1. More data is necessary.

• The sample size is too small for the results to be conclusive. 
• In order to determine regional priorities state-wide, feedback 

should be gathered from as many Naturalist chapters as possible.

2. Make your voice heard! 

• Please take the new survey at 

http://tinyurl.com/calnatsurvey.
• The survey will be live for two weeks (through 9/25), but don’t 

wait! It’s up now, and can be completed via mobile device.  


